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Alkuun; Kelan rooli sos turvassa - yleiskuva
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Kela’s info tray

• Data and statistics, data applications

• Research (research projects, publications, blogs, information packages)

• Services (statistical information, data permits and requests)

• Languages: Finnish (Swedish, English)
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Statistical Database Kelasto

• Key statistical data on the social security 

schemes administered by Kela

• E.g. family, disability, housing and 

unemployment benefits

• Some statistics on schemes administered 

by other authorities

• Some of the reports are also available as 

open data

• Statistical Database Kelasto | Kela’s Info Tray

• Kelasto - Unemployment benefits: Number of 

recipients and benefits paid out (Figure)
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https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/statistical-data/2051231/statistical-database-kelasto
https://raportit.kela.fi/ibi_apps/WFServlet?IBIF_ex=NIT245AL&YKIELI=E
https://raportit.kela.fi/ibi_apps/WFServlet?IBIF_ex=NIT245AL&YKIELI=E


Statistical Database Kelasto

Example - Unemployment benefits: number of recipients and benefits paid out
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Source: https://raportit.kela.fi/linkki/32921111

 

Source: https://raportit.kela.fi/linkki/29556524

https://raportit.kela.fi/linkki/32921111
https://raportit.kela.fi/linkki/29556524


Regional overview – data on Kela’s benefits to the wellbeing services 
counties and municipalities in a visual format
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Link to the application:

Regional overview | Kela’s Info Tray

https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/statistical-data/171491/regional-overview


Background characteristics and data coverage
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• Data are available according to, for 

example, age groups, gender, family 

composition and different regions

• Varies by benefit

• Data on non-standard forms of 

employment, self-employment not 

regularly available 
• These topics may be addressed in single research projects 

or publications

• For example, labour market support temporarily paid for the 

self-employed during the Covid-19 pandemic (Figure)
Figure source: Tietopaketti: Kelan etuudet koronakriisin aikana | Kelan 

tietotarjotin

Text in English: Information package: Impact of the COVID-19 

epidemic on benefit applications and beneficiaries | Kela’s Info Tray

https://tietotarjotin.fi/tietopaketti/2642742/tietopaketti-kelan-etuudet-koronakriisin-aikana
https://tietotarjotin.fi/tietopaketti/2642742/tietopaketti-kelan-etuudet-koronakriisin-aikana
https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/information-package/2642742/information-package-impact-of-the-covid-19-epidemic-on-benefit-applications-and-beneficiaries
https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/information-package/2642742/information-package-impact-of-the-covid-19-epidemic-on-benefit-applications-and-beneficiaries


Ways to fill in the gaps: Ways to fill in the gaps:
Research    Legislation

• Evaluation on the adequacy of basic 

social security

• According to the Act on the national 

pension index, the adequacy of basic 

social security must be assessed every 

four years.

• Social security and living 

arrangements of low-income families

• Research project studied low-income 

families, social security benefits and their 

changes

• Act on the secondary use of health 

and social data

• The aim is to have a strong and clear legal 

basis for the knowledge management and 

collection of national monitoring data

• Finland’s national legislation corresponds 

with the EU’s General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR)
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https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/publication/581241/evaluation-report-on-the-adequacy-of-basic-social-security-2019-2023
https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/publication/581241/evaluation-report-on-the-adequacy-of-basic-social-security-2019-2023
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/165895/VNTEAS_2024_35.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://julkaisut.valtioneuvosto.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/165895/VNTEAS_2024_35.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://stm.fi/en/secondary-use-of-health-and-social-data
https://stm.fi/en/secondary-use-of-health-and-social-data


Ways to fill in the gaps: 
Harmonised, standardised data models and open data

• Challenge: Data can be scattered 

across hundreds of systems in 

different services and organisations

and is not stored in ways that 

conform to an open, harmonized and 

standardised data model. 

• The introduction of improved data 

models could provide some solutions 

o For example: All Finnish open data from one 

place: Avoindata.fi/en

o User story: Kela and Fintraffic, Open Data 

service, a lot of potential for freely accessible 

information
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• Examples for using open data | Kela’s

Info Tray

• Kela (Kansaneläkelaitos) - Publishers 

avoindata.fi

o Machine-readable data which may be freely 

used for any purpose

o Does not contain personal data

o Information on very small groups of people is 

aggregated into larger ones

o Manual (e.g. excel-files) or programmatic use 

of data 

https://www.avoindata.fi/en
https://www.avoindata.fi/en/article/user-story-kela-and-fintraffic-both-active-users-of-the-suomifi-open-data-service-see-a-lot
https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/instructions/2242477/examples-for-using-open-data
https://tietotarjotin.fi/en/instructions/2242477/examples-for-using-open-data
https://www.avoindata.fi/data/en_GB/organization/kela
https://www.avoindata.fi/data/en_GB/organization/kela


Ways to fill in the gaps: Incomes Register 

• The Incomes Register is an electronic 

database, in which data about paid wages, 

pensions and benefits is reported.

• The Incomes Register’s data can only be 

used by those authorities and other parties 

who have the statutory right to do so. 

Reporting and using the data is free of 

charge. 

• Reporting and using the data is regulated 

by the act on the incomes information 

system (available in Finnish and Swedish, 

link to Finnish: Laki tulotietojärjestelmästä

53/2018).
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https://www.vero.fi/en/incomes-register/about-us/
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2018/20180053
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/alkup/2018/20180053


Thank you

laura.peutere@kela.fi

hannele.tanhua@gov.fi

mailto:laura.peutere@kela.fi
mailto:hannele.tanhua@stm.fi
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